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School District Continues
Work On Conceptual Plan

By Anne Trautner

The Kewaskum School
District continues working
on its conceptual plan for
the middle and high school
building project, and archi-
tects are getting close to
creating construction
designs.

Nathan Schieve, project
team leader for Bray
Architects, presented the
latest conceptual drawing
to the Kewaskum School
Board Monday night, and
it was met with favorable
reviews across the board.

The plan has continued
to develop as advisory
committees have met to
fine tune the drawings
over the last five months.

District representatives
have met with the bus
company, plan commis-
sion and area organiza-
tions in an attempt to get
feedback and keep all
concerned parties
informed throughout the
process.

The district plans to do
some further tweaking and
then release the conceptu-
al drawing to the public in
the next few weeks,
Superintendent James
Smasal said.

Planning started after
voters approved a $28.42
referendum last

November to fund site
improvements, new con-
struction, renovation and
modernization of
Kewaskum Middle School
and Kewaskum High
School.

The plan calls for tear-
ing down the current mid-
dle school and attaching a
new two-story, 85,000-
square foot middle school
building to the current high
school.

The new middle school
will be located on the north
side of the high school,
and will include a two-
court gymnasium, new
classrooms, a kitchen, a
cafeteria and an office with
secure entrance.

The middle school•s
library is located on the
second floor overlooking
the Milwaukee River. The
second floor also includes
science labs, and English,
social studies, world lan-
guage and special educa-
tion classrooms.

There is about a seven-
foot variance in elevation
between the two schools,
so architects created a
drawing with a courtyard
between the two buildings
to create more natural light
and an area that students
from both schools can uti-
lize. That space will include
tiered areas, creating an

ampitheater that can hold
about 100 people, Schieve
said.

The plan has developed
over the last couple of
weeks so that bus drop-off
and pickup for both schools
are currently planned to be
along the west side of the
building. The new lot calls
for about 10 more parking
spaces than are currently
located at the site.

Maintenance crews
have already begun
preparing the buildings for
the project, and some
demolition of the existing
high school building will
occur this summer,
Schieve said.

•Likely in August or
September, as students
come back to school,
instead of taking the
school year, the goal is to
have the construction area
mobilized in terms of site
fencing and temporary
drives that would be nec-
essary,Ž Schieve told the
Plan commission April 25.

Foundations will proba-
bly be put in after the
2017-18 school year
begins, he said.

•The plan continues to
change as we fine tune
things, so it will remain
conceptual pretty much
until it is built,Ž Smasal
said.

Members of the Kohlsville Fire Department receive a check from Spiros Industries
for the purchase of a new JAWS unit. Pictured (from left) are: Deanna Kedinger, first
responder; Mat Kedinger, firefighter and first responder; Stephanie Martin, first
responder/EMT; Ralph Martin, honorary member; Gerald Rosenthal, treasurer who
has been on the department for 50 years; Aaron Martin, second assistant chief; Curt
Martin, chief/first responder; Jim Maronde, owner of Spiros Industries; Dennis
Backhaus, owner of Spiros Industries; Dave Beck, first assistant chief; Lyle Ernisse,
vice president/first responder; and Bill Rate, president.

photo submitted

Aaron Breit places groceries into a decorated bag at Geidel•s Piggly Wiggly. Area
students used the bags to promote the Kewaskum School District•s Gallery Night, an
event that features artwork created by students throughout the district.

photo by Anne Trautner

Neighboring Business Gives
To Kohlsville Fire Station

By Anne Trautner

Last year, Spiros
Industries underwent
some construction as an
addition was built to its
facility in Kohlsville.

During the eight months
of construction, workers at
Spiros used the parking lot
next door that belongs to
the Kohlsville Volunteer
Fire Department.

Jim Maronde and
Dennis Backhaus, owners
of Spiros Industries, want-
ed to do something for the
fire department to show
their appreciation.

So Backhaus called Fire
Chief Curt Martin asked

what the fire department
would like.

Martin said that the fire
department had been talk-
ing about getting a JAWS
unit for the past two or
three years. But the unit
was expensive.

•Get me the final quotes
by the end of December,
and we will see what we
can do for you,Ž Backhaus
told Martin.

So Martin got estimates
and hoped the company
could cover part of the
cost.

The following week,
Backhaus called Martin
and said, •Come down
here before 4 p.m. I•ve got

a check for the fire depart-
ment.Ž

Martin did as requested,
and Backhaus presented
him with a check for
$9,725, enough money to
pay for the entire JAWS
unit.

•It was like an early
Christmas present to the
fire department,Ž�Martin
said.

It was not the first time
Spiros Industries had con-
tributed to the volunteer
fire station. Each year the
company donates about
$400 or $500 to the
department•s smoker
fundraiser.

Paper Bags Wrapped In Art
-Students Decorate Bags To Promote Gallery Night

By Anne Trautner

Last week, a lot of peo-
ple around town added a
unique new item to their
grocery list.

They wanted to find a
grocery bag that had been
decorated by their child at
school.

•People were looking
through the all the bags
trying to find the ones their
kids had made. They
would stop in to seek out
the bags or call us. It was

fun,Ž said Aaron Laatsch
of Geidel•s Piggly Wiggly
in Kewaskum.

Students had decorated
brown paper bags with
colorful pictures for the
local Piggly Wiggly store,
advertising the Gallery
Night that the Kewaskum
School District was hold-
ing on Wednesday, May
10.

Some of the decorated
bags caught customers by
surprise.

•I know this kid!Ž one

customer exclaimed as he
watched his groceries get
placed in a bag decorated
with a vibrant design.

•This was made by a lit-
tle neighbor boy!Ž another
customer said at the next
register.

•It is always exciting
when they get a bag made
by someone they know or
by someone who is a rela-
tive,Ž Laatsch explained.

Continued on Page 9

Continued on Page 19
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