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Kewaskum Fire
Department Receives

New Thermal
Imaging Cameras

By Anne Trautner

   The Kewaskum Fire
Department has two new
thermal imaging cameras,
thanks to a donation from
thee Kewaskum
Firefighters Association.
   “They are a good tool,”
to Kewaskum Fire Chief
Mark Groeschel said.
“When you have a smoke-
filled room where you can't
see what is in front of your
face, and you put this up
and you can see through
the smoke, it's a good tool.
This is the best tool they
have to see through
smoke.”
   The cameras cost about
$6,060 apiece, for a total
donation of $12,120,
according to Kewaskum
Fire Chief Mark
Groeschel. Thermal imag-
ing cameras show the
temperature of anything in
their path, including body
temperatures and
hotspots within walls.
   “A thermal imaging cam-
era helps you see heat. It
can see through smoke
and cuts down search
time. It basically buys you
time,” Second Capt. Jeff
Buechel said.
   Since purchasing the
cameras in July, the cam-
eras have already been

used to detect hotspots at
fires in Campbellsport and
West Bend.
   The Kewaskum Fire
Department previously
had one thermal imaging
camera that it had pur-
chased in 2001. The
department is still using
that camera, but the new
ones are much smaller,
more powerful and more
convenient, Groeschel
said.
   Before selecting the new
cameras, the firefighters
looked at several cameras
that are on the market.
   “The reason we chose
this one is because of its
size. It comes with a lan-
yard and hooks on a per-
son’s coat. If they have to
use it, they can pull it out
and use it. If they are not
using it, they can put it in
their pocket. You don’t
have a big clunky camera
to haul around,” Groeschel
said.
   The new cameras are
programmable and can be
hooked up directly into a
computer. In addition to
helping fight fires, the
cameras can be used in
search and rescue opera-
tions.

   New teachers for the Kewaskum School District started preparing for the new school year this week. New teach-
ers include: (front row, from left) Brittany Ward (FES/i4L/KMS teacher), Diane Radmer (i4L teacher),  Michael
Mandujano (KMS/KHS teacher), Ariel Krueger (KMS special ed), Karlee Flasch (KMS special ed),  Samantha Daun
(KHS counselor), Karla Daane (KHS counselor), Lindsey Jolly (FES teacher),  Lauren Trautner (FES teacher),
Jamie Fait (KMS counselor) and Katie Pendowski (KMS teacher); and (back row) Josh Towner (KHS teacher), Brian
Vetter (KHS teacher), Cheryl Norstrem (speech and language), Traci Biedenbender (KES special ed), Brad Doro
(KHS teacher), Krista Lesiecki (KHS teacher), Jen Zoesch (KMS teacher) and Joel Hartline (KMS teacher).
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School Bus Drivers Prepare For New
School Year

– New Eight-Light Warning Law Goes Into Effect
By Anne Trautner

   School is starting, and
school bus drivers are
ready.
   “All the routes are done
and out,” said Lori Heisler,
manager of the Johnson
Bus Kewaskum terminal,

who completed mailing
about 1,200 transportation
forms last week.
   St. Lucas was starting
school on Wednesday,
Aug. 24, and the
Kewaskum School District
and Holy Trinity begin reg-
ular instruction on
Thursday, Sept. 1.
   The summer gave a
short reprieve for some of
the bus drivers, but the
company stayed busy
preparing routes for the
upcoming school year and
transporting students to
summer school, among
other things.
   “We have the summer-
time sports, and we do
trips for weddings, bache-
lorette parties, bachelor
parties, ball games,
camp...whatever comes
up,” Heisler said.
   And time was spent fix-
ing up Kewaskum’s 30
buses so they would com-
ply with the new eight-light
warning law.

New Law
   Wisconsin’s new trans-
portation law, which went
into effect on Aug. 16,
requires all school buses

built after 2005 to have
two red lights and two yel-
low lights in the front of
each bus as well as on the
rear of each bus. Most
buses in the state used to
have eight lights on them,
but they all had been red,
Heisler said.
   “Wisconsin is the last
state in the country to go
with this eight-light sys-
tem,” Heisler said.
   The new law requires
school buses to display
flashing amber lights
before stopping. Drivers
will still be required to stop
once a school bus's lights
flash red and the stop arm
comes out, except when
on the other side of a
divided highway with a
median.
   Bus drivers will now turn
on their amber lights as
they approach their
intended stop. The flash-
ing yellow lights warn
other drivers that they
should slow down and
begin to stop, much like
they should at a yellow
traffic light.
   “People can go through
the yellow lights, but know
that something that is

going to be happening,”
Heisler said.
   Once the bus is
stopped, the red lights will
flash. When this happens,
drivers are required to
stop at least 20 feet from
the bus and remain
stopped until the bus
resumes motion or the
driver turns off the red
lights.
   The law applies to vehi-
cles driving in the opposite
direction, unless they are
on a divided highway.
   A driver who receives a
citation for illegally pass-
ing a school bus faces a
minimum fine of $326.50
plus four points on his or
her license.
   Heisler hopes that other
drivers will use caution
around school buses.
   “People are in such a
hurry nowadays,” she
said. “Be a little more
patient around kids.”

Bus Drivers
   Many of Kewaskum’s
school bus drivers have
been driving the big yellow
vehicles for a long time.

   Kewaskum Fire Chief Mark Groeschel demonstrates how the department’s new
thermal imaging cameras work. The Kewaskum Firefighters Association recently
donated two cameras to the department.
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32ND ANNUAL
Empire Threshing Assoc.

THRESHEREE
Saturday, August 27

10:00 am - 7:00 pm
Rain Date August 28

ON THE 
JOHN WETTSTEIN FARM

6 Miles East of Eden on County B
Steam Threshing € Cutting € Plowing

Baling € Silo Filling € Chopping
Antique & Garden Tractors

Equipment & Engines on Display
Food && RRefreshments bby: CCampbellsport FFFA AAlumni

For mmore iinfo ccall SStu MMuck 9920-960-0045

KIDS
PEDAL
PULL

NO ADMISSIONCHARGED

PURCHASETRACTORRAFFLE
TICKETS

Sincere Grat it ude to

Goeden Towing L.L.C.
for your continued support
of our home bred and raised

lamb projects for the
Washington County Fair.

Hope to see ewe in 2017!
Morgan and Brittany Wenzla�
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